CHAPTER     XXVII
AN idea had. come to him at last for a new play! He asked to see the
"Last Supper" again and again. He studied the painting seriously and then
he said: "What if the central figure is a man of wealth and very old?
And all the other people gather round to advise him what to do with his
money?"
We thought it a wonderful idea and would make an excellent play.
We could already see that each suggestion in turn would be proved
futile.
"There will, of course, be no love interest?" I said.
"Oh, I don't know so much. On the strength of favours to come
there is many a man who can stand the presence of a woman and many
a woman prepared to tolerate the occasional sight of a man* The joke
will of course be, there is no such thing as a wealthy person nowadays
with income tax at nineteen and six in the pound and fearful death
duties."
"But they will know that, surely?"
"People know nothing. That is why plays are popular and the old,
old story can be dished up again and again. It is original thought to which
they all object."
"Haven't you outgrown the desire to be original?" I asked.
"I have never desired to be original," he answered, almost hurt.
He wanted to walk. We had come to the decision that if he stopped
walking he would be unable to walk at all. We deliberately chose a
path where we would not meet any people. The lime trees were still
humming with insect noises, heard only when we stood dead still in the
grove. Two men came towards us and though G.B.S. turned to avoid
them, they came forward so eagerly that there was no escape. They were
two German prisoners with great circles of blue cloth on their brown
uniforms and both carried sickle and slasher. They stopped in front of us,
put down their tools, took off their caps and the older one spoke:
"As a youth it was my great ambition to see you in the flesh, but how
could that happen ? A war came, I was taken prisoner after I had fought
in many parts of the world, first in Holland, then in France, in Africa,
in Russk. I was taken prisoner and sent first to America, then brought
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